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My name is Ian Bosworth and last year I became the chair of
EXCEPTIONAL RESULT
FOR COUNTY FIRST TEAM
the Leicestershire Badminton association, taking over from
Steve Lofthouse.
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Leicestershire and Rutland Sport launch
"TEAM LEICESTERSHIRE "

Leicestershire BADMINTON players seen here
wearing their new "TEAM Leicestershire " kit.

A great team effort not only from players there
this weekend but the whole season.

NON COUNTY TOURNAMENTS
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MILTON KEYNES BADMINTON TRIP

In September 2017 Amie and I took a group of
junior county players to Badminton England
head quarters in Milton Keynes for a weekend
of coaching and socialising.

(and a beer for the parents) then a very welcomed
good nights sleep.

The original date in June had to be cancelled due to
the refurbishment of the floor so the date was
rescheduled for September, which turned out to be
better, as it was a good start for the new season.
The weekend started with two hours of coaching
with two very experienced coaches, Elizabeth Cann
and Steve Foster. After lunch another two hours on
court work, then dinner and off to the Bounce
centre. The players had a fab time socialising which
ended with a few games of pool back at the lodge

two hours coaching session. It wasn't a jolly for the

Day 2, hearty breakfast and back on the courts for
another two hour session, lunch and then the final
players who all worked hard and definitely got
something out of the weekend away. We all have a
fab time and will be repeating it again this year, its
already booked for September. We couldn't do this
trip without the help of some very dedicated
parents who provided lifts and helped supervise the
kids, a big thanks to them.
Carole and Amie
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Whitwick Junior Badminton Club
say farewell to Jemima
At the end of every season we hold a club presentation lunch
where players are presented with awards for most improved/
commitment to the sport and good attitude. Well done to all the
players. We also present the Whitwick Junior Club Cup and I
am pleased to say that Jemima Haines was awarded the cup
at the end of last season. Jemima has been at the club as a
player since she was nine years old, she always attended
regularly and was very committed to learn, she entered all the
junior tournaments, and as she got older she was there to help
the young players, she also took her Level 1 coach course
which she had no trouble in passing. Whenever we needed
help with the club or anything badminton related she was
always the first to put her hand up to help, we are so pleased to have known such a lovely young lady. She has now moved
on to university where I am sure she will show as much commitment to her studies as she did at the club.
Carole and Amie

The club is still going really well, we have 49
members, 25 of those are girls which is
great news for badminton. Nineteen
players also attend the Performance
Centre at Babington Academy on
Tuesdays and Thursdays and more attend
other coaching sessions at Babington.
Five U12s players from the club will be
receiving their county colours this season.
I encourage all the members to compete at
whatever level is relevant to them, many
have played and enjoyed the experience of
the non- county tournaments this season,
some players just enjoy being a part of the
club. The players and parents are a very
dedicated bunch, they always support the
tournaments, the club activities and social
events. The Club presentation lunch at the
end of the season is always one to look
forward to, players and parents sharing the
success and improvement of their
youngsters throughout the season. The
Christmas social trip to "Rebound” was
again well received with 42 youngsters
enjoying bouncing around!!!!
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The next social trip is in June to the home
of Badminton England in Milton Keynes,
where the players will receive expert
coaching advice and two hours coaching,
lunch and visit to the badminton museum.
You may have noticed that it’s not just
badminton we teach, we encourage a good
club atmosphere, all working and helping
each other, hopefully the experience will

help when the players start thinking about
joining adult clubs.
Some have already played in the adult
leagues, Eve Dale & Ella Haines helped
Loughborough Leys Ladies team to win
Division 1, and Luke Hoult and Harry Clare
played in the Whitwick New Hall 2 team
who won the league.
Moving on!!! That’s good.
Carole & Amie

The weekly Wednesday night sessions are at
Harborough Leisure Centre. We now have a total of 90
Junior players registered with Badminton England
members, of which 16 regularly attend the 4-5pm
session; 29 the 5-6pm session and 32 the 6-7pm
session.
Each member is given a free club hoodie and the
opportunity to enjoy a social evening at the annual
Christmas meal.
Harborough LC Junior Badminton Club and Robert
Smyth Academy received “Runner up School and
Community Partnership Award” from the Learning
South Leicestershire School Sports Partnership
Celebration Event 2017. The “Outstanding Club
Member” trophy for 2017 was awarded to Elliot Baker.
Many members have continued to take a pro-active
approach in entering the Non-County Tournaments.
Elliot Baker & Mitchel Adams were runners up in the
LSBA Junior American U17s Boys Doubles
Tournament. Congratulations go to Theo Parsons and

LSBA - AGM
Tuesday 22nd May

TESCO COMMUNITY ROOM
Beaumont Leys
7pm

his friend who won the U10s Boys Doubles event at the
Whitwick tournament in Feb.
The club enter teams into the South Northants Junior
League, the teams competing this season were one
team of U14s and two teams in the U18s. The U18s “A”
team didn’t lose a match in both legs and were crowned
top of the league.
The third internal club tournament events were held
early this year. A special presentation night will be held
when trophies will be presented to winners & runner-up
of U10s; U12s; U14s & U17s Boys & Girls Singles and
Doubles events. Also a gift for the retiring Club
Chairperson will be awarded.
All players have again had the opportunity to test their
skills against a BKL Badenko automatic shuttlecock
launcher which is improving their skills and providing
fun.
The Club Website http://www.harboroughlcjuniors.org.uk/
Ray Phipkin – Head Coach

LSBA
PRESENTATION EVENING
Friday 29th June

Hugglescote Social Club
Dennis Street, Hugglescote
LE67 2FP
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JUNIOR BADMINTON CLUB
A grant was obtained from Blaby District Council
which helped with the set-up for a trial 4:30pm to
5:30pm session to be held for the five weeks of
Autumn Term 2. This was aimed at Junior School
children with “The Racket Pack” equipment and
Tink & Flo awards from Badminton England being
used. Although by the end only seven were
attending the club decided to continue and open
the session for players from school years three to
nine.
The weekly Friday club night’s sessions run from
4:30–5:30pm and 5:30–7:00pm at Brockington
College. We now have 51 junior players
registered with Badminton England.
Many members take a pro-active approach in
entering the Non-County Tournaments. A special
mention to Billy Hammond & Jos Dove who
finished runners-up in the U14s Boys Doubles

LBA - AGM
Thursday 10th May

BABINGTON ACADEMY
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event. We also have members who are part of
“Team Leicestershire” and dependant on their
technical and tactical badminton skills have the
opportunity to represent the LSBA in matches.
To encourage young new coaches the club gave
a grant to Tom Cowperthwaite to help with his
Badminton England Level 1 coaching course
which he successfully was awarded. The club
now has five Badminton England qualified
coaches coaching at the club.
To develop the Junior Members of a suitable
playing standard, some players are invited to stay
on and join in part of the senior club sessions.
South Leicester Juniors still a Club mark club and
now has its own section within main web site:
http://www.southleicesterbadminton.co.uk/login

Ray Phipkin – Head Coach (31.03.2018)

LBA
PRESENTATION EVENING
Friday 26th May

LEICESTER

BIRSTALL GOLF CLUB

7.15pm

7.15pm onwards

MELTON JUNIOR CLUB
JUNIOR BADMINTON IN MELTON THRIVING
The coaching programmes for junior and
intermediate levels at Melton Old Grammarians
(OGs) continue to thrive, over the past two years
the Club’s coaches have held regular badminton
classes at a number of schools in the Melton area
as well as holding periodic Festivals attended by
students from across the region.
For those seeking to progress further the Club
operates coaching sessions on Monday nights
over the winter and these are consistently well
attended at both Junior and Intermediate level.
This year’s end of season tournament saw 20
juniors compete at Long Field Academy under the
supervision of Club Coach Linda Hallam. Club
Captain Neil Hunt commented, “It is great to see
so many of the younger generation enjoying
badminton and the ongoing improvement in
standard we are witnessing is highly encouraging.
The work we are planning to put in place for the
2018/19 season will ensure even greater
numbers can participate at Old Grammarians
next season.”
The junior coaching is at 6pm on a Monday night
at Long Field Academy with Intermediate

coaching following at 7pm. The normal club night
with then begin at 8pm. Coach Linda Hallam
confirmed the decision to start Junior coaching
earlier would enable OGs to cope with the ever
increasing number of younger players wanting to
play badminton. “It is our intention to try and build
ever closer links with the Melton school children
across the Melton area. Having established such
an encouraging base to our Junior and
Intermediate activities the next challenge is to
further increase numbers and get as many
youngsters as possible coming through to senior
level and participating in our normal club nights.
We now have a seamless transition from beginner
through to regular member at OGs and we will
make every attempt to deliver even greater
opportunities for junior and intermediate players
next season.”
Anyone seeking to be involved in the junior and
intermediate coaching programmes or wishing to
obtain more information on what Melton OGs can
offer in this area should in the first instance
contact Linda Hallam on 07729 036928 or by
email on lindahallam@ntlworld.com
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SHORT OF GIRLS ??!!
At the moment at the Hermitage Leisure Centre we
have loads of girls coming along, which is
strange ... but brilliant!

hours per week teaching 8-10 year olds, hopefully

One reason will be my granddaughter spreading the

having worked with me to do it . Even if the children

word amongst her friends at school, and the fact

only receive six weeks per year with me its better

that I have been coaching in eight local primaries
schools

again

this

season

in

North

West

Leicestershire. I am now starting to build a good
relationship with them. To sustain this my aim is to

the schools are recognising that badminton is a
sport that can be delivered in a small school hall,

than not at all. When they eventually move onto
secondary school they will at least have had a go, as
at the moment most don't try badminton until YR7.

continue working with the same schools next season,

I enjoy working with the youngsters, they are all so

creating good school club and leisure centre links.

enthusiastic and willing to learn.

I work in each school for six weeks (1 term) for two

RAY LIGGINS & COOPER CUP
RAY LIGGINS
Winner - Tom, Runner up - Mitesh
Plate winner - Rock, Runner up - Quin

COOPER CUP
Winner - Carly, Runner up - Hannah
Plate winner Abbi, Runner up - Lexi
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Carole

ICT REPORT - 2018
5th April 2018, ICT has finally arrived.
Day 1 The first match, we had Middlesex who on
paper looked tricky, however with there top girl
withdrawing it left them fairly thin, there’s sadly not
much to tell about this match, it’s was a very routine
9-1 against an extremely weak Middlesex team.
Next up were the Irish, Leinster, this was always
going to be a very tricky tie. The problem we always
have with the Irish is they are always very
experienced they all know how to play in these
situations. That and a very strong Girls line up
saw them through to a 8-2 victory. However, what
we saw was the first of many strong
performances my our very own marathon man,
Sameer.
Going into the third and final match of the day and
the first group, we knew whoever won between ourselves and
Suffolk would be going into the Top Half with Leinster. We got off
to a great start, winning both mixed very comfortable, Harry and
Issy even winning a Maccy’s for winning to 0. Next won was the
Boys singles which is where the match was going to be won and
lost, despite Martin having a slight, let’s call it a blip we recorded to
more wins. There top 2 girls proved too strong for us taking both the
singles and first girls doubles, but we ran out comfortable 7-3
winners in the end.

Day 2 First up we had our toughest match against Cheshire, with
many tipping them for a Top 4 finish. They were strong across the
board, however nobody had apparently told Jess this. Jess was on
a mission she demolished their number girl at singles, before
comfortably beating the number 2 ladies doubles pair. Luckily for
Luke, Jess’s performance was so good we get to focus on this,
instead of the mammoth Taxi his opponent got on their match point,
some say Luke is still looking for the shuttle. An 8-2 loss to Cheshire
but a performance nobody can fault.
Up next the mighty Yorkshire, a tough match as always but this
certainly isn’t the unbeatable Yorkshire of old. We were beaten 7-3,
but this match set the tone for what was to come. The way we
approached the match and attitude we took onto the court was
faultless. There were very good results from Martin and Ella in the
Mixed and Issy and Jess in the Doubles. But across the board it was
the performance and intensity that impressed.
The last match of a tough second day was Hampshire, the winner
would play for 9/12 and loser 13/16. On paper it looked close, as
it proved to be. We played with intensity and concentration. We
won the matches we were supposed to win, all very professionally,
in two sets. We showed heart in the tougher matches. Jess lost a
tight singles in 3, and then Jess and Issy took their very strong first
pair to 3. The match ended with a 5 all draw which we won by 2
ends. A great result won by the character of our players.

Day 3
Having beaten Hampshire, we were playing for positions 9 to 12,
in a group with Staffs, Herts and Notts. First up was Staffs, this was
probably the most disappointing result of the tournament for us, we
started slowly, losing both mixed and realistically struggled to
recover from there. We lost 6-4 in the end. After a few honest
conversations with players, this match became all about the
reaction going forward.
Straight after the Staffs match we had Herts. A team who over the
past couple of years have given some very heavy defeats, this was
arguably the toughest match in this group. Like I said, this match
was all about the reaction. I was going to attempt to break this
match down, but I won’t. As a coach I always preach it’s all about
the performance and not always the result, I’ve done ICT now for
seven years, I can honestly say I’ve never been prouder of a team’s
performance. We lost five all on games, but intensity level and
shear guts the players left on the court is all you can ask from any
athlete, I was a very proud manager.

Day 4 The last match, Notts, we knew that a 7-3 win would be
enough to get us into the Top 10, this would be a massive result for
us. So with some slight tweaks to the team we gambled and went
for it. 6-4 loss shows the gamble sadly didn’t pay off. Not the perfect
end to what can be considered a successful tournament.
Top 12 was a good result and with so many nearly results, this
could’ve been so much more. Whilst we now say goodbye to a
large group of players this tournament has welcome some young
faces to our team and shown that the future is most definitely bright.
I’d like to thank everybody who makes ICT such a special
tournament, the parents and anybody who came down to support,
the Coaches who helped me out over the four days (Cam, Jai,
Hope, Neil) and the two people, who have the hardest job which is
keeping me sane, Hayley and Big Pete.
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Report from 'The Badminton Man'
Greg Howes
Leicester City Development Officer & Coach

CENTRAL LEICESTER'S JUNIOR CLUB
CONTINUALLY FULL
Central Leicester’s coaching sessions at Gartree High school each Monday evening remain full to the
brim. No sooner have juniors moved on to higher coaching or in to the adult club, than new members
have swelled the numbers again. The adult club now has two new junior girls and one new junior boy
available for its league teams.
One ‘new addition’ this year is the full green walls in place of the green and white walls originally
designed for Gartree. Central were delighted that the school split the cost of repainting with their
hosts. For both adults and juniors Gartree is now an attractive venue.
Coaches: Greg Howes,
Lesley Howes & Ajay Pitrola

PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPETITIONS/PROMOTIONS
Fosse take the title
Fosse Primary School is Leicestershire’s County
badminton champion for 2016/17. In the finals
held at Babington Academy, Burton on the Wolds
had the overall pairs winner, but Fosse, as a team,
had strength in depth, out-pointing Burton and
taking the team title.

Less Schools but more children
This year began with a great deal of optimism after
it was announced that the Government was to
virtually double the sports premium given to
primary schools. We fully expected that more
primary schools would want to join our promotions
and competitions for the 2017/8 season.
However, it has not turned out that way. It could
well be that, with more to spend, schools could
afford to appoint sports companies to oversee all
their sporting activities. We have therefore seen a
fall in participation in Leicester from around 20 to
12 schools participating. However, on a very
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positive note, the number of children from these
schools engaged in further coaching has risen
and we have had to run a further two hour session
at weekends to accommodate them.

Badminton in general
Twelve months ago I reported on the outrageous
decision by UK Sport to axe Badminton’s elite
funding. Since then they have retracted
somewhat and funded some of our individual elite
players. Perhaps our complaints have not been in
vain after all.
If there is one subject contained more than
anything in the emails I receive, it’s the health of
our young children. I received my first one on the
day I took on the role of Development Officer.
Today, some 9 years on, little has changed in the
content of those emails.
I maintain that PE or perhaps we should call it
Health and Physical Education should be a core
subject at Primary School. What do you think?

PRIMARY SCHOOLS COUNTY
BADMINTON FINAL
Fosse
Primary
School
is
Leicestershire’s County badminton
champion for 2016/17.

Dunkeley and Pritchard were dominant
in their 15-7 win over Brindley and
Bootheway, but Rana and Page had a
much tougher battle in their last gasp
15-12 win over Porter and Yates.

Five primary schools qualified for the
final at Babington College: Fosse,
Millfield, Burton on the Wolds, St John
the Baptist and Foxton. In all 50
children competed for the title of county
champions.

The pair’s final saw Burton’s Dunkeley
and Pritchard v Rana and Page
compete for first place it was a close
match but the power and experience of
the Burton pair clinched it 21-17 to
claim the individual pair’s title.

Following the group stages both Fosse
and Burton had three pairs through to
the quarter finals, with St Johns and
Foxton having one each.

The disappointment of losing the final
soon turned to elation for Fosse, when
the team scores were accumulated
and they out pointed Burton on the
Wolds to become our new County
Champions.

FOSSE TAKE THE TITLE

All four schools were represented in
the semi-finals with Burton’s Quin
Dunkeley and Ned Pritchard facing
Foxton’s Alfie Brindley and Edward
Bootheway, and Fosse number one’s
Shaan Rana and Kane Page up
against St Johns Callum Porter and
Adam Yates. In the first match

Team placings:
1st Fosse; 2nd Burton on the Wolds; 3rd
St John the Baptist; 4th Foxton; 5th
Millfield
Greg Howes
Leicester City Badminton
Coaching & Development Officer

LBA JUNIOR CLUB
Our LBA junior badminton club
has had a very good season, 20
players in the beginners group
and 24 in the advanced group.
Many of our players have taken
part in the non county
tournaments.
We have been very lucky to
have four coaches.
During the summer I am running
sessions on Saturday mornings
9.30am to 12pm at Babington
College if anyone wants to
come along contact me.
Telephone 01530 245098
Grahame Forryan

LBA

SUMMER CLUB
every Monday night
BABINGTON
COLLEGE
for more details please
contact

Richard on
07541133683

USEFUL
WEBSITES
www.lbadminton.org
(Senior)
www.leicestershireba.co.uk
(Schools)

11

UNDER 11s & 12s REPORT
& CHAMPIONSHIPS REPORT
Primary Midway 1st Leg
The usual northbound trip to Sheffield Concord sports
centre, with a mini super squad seeking experience and
raring to have a go! Everyone gave there all including a 1st
outing and debut to Bridget Murray. A great day and the
squad came away with a credible 3rd place, but after an error
and query upgraded to a fantastic 2nd place after the 1st Leg.

Primary Midway 2nd Leg
Greater depth and interest enabled us to field 2 teams for the
return Leg giving several players there opportunity to debut
with Tom Cowperthwaite kindly and expertly agreeing to
manage Leics 2. A growing in confidence team 1 attended
believing we could hold on to that 2nd place and finish in the
medals. A mighty effort by all with great team spirit and
determination by all in their ability and after a strong season
saw us battle with old adversaries Warwickshire 2,
Yorkshire 2 and Notts in the group phase. Leicestershire
losing narrowly to Notts to finish runners up in the group and
leaving us facing a play off for third. The other side of the draw
saw Leics 2 pull together and playing fantastic badminton
achieve the same result and finish runners up in their group
only losing to Warwickshire 1. This set up a play off for 3rd
place against Leics 1. Leics 1 went on to finish 3rd and claim
runner up overall. What a fantastic result for both young
sides.

The Shires finals were held at Stoke Mandeville right in the
Easter break. With not all the squad available due to holidays
and both George and Matilda returning on the day of the
finals from far off destinations it was going to be tough to
improve on the 8th position. The team were totally focused
and ready to perform and in the first game against Devon
drew 10-10 only losing on count back after leics conceded
four matches 21-0 due to an unforced delay of a player at the
airport! This then put them in a play off for places 5-8 against
Essex first who after lots of tough matches Leicestershire
won 11-9 to set up a 5-6th play off against Surrey.
Unfortunately Surrey were too strong but Leicestershire
fought hard all day a finished a very credible 6th overall. All
the team played fantastic and we were very proud how they
gave it their all. Particularly the girls who won 11 out of 12
singles and hardly dropped any games all day.
Bring on next season when the squad are true U12’s!

Under 12 Championships
This years U12s Championships went off like a dream, many
young players (the youngest 7 years old) turned up to
compete against each other.

U12 Shires League

The boys singles was played in two groups with the top two
going through to play a semi and final, the semi finalists were:
Quinn v Ollie and George v Alex . Quinn and George won the
semis and the finals was set, what a exciting final two lovely
players competing for the singles crown, George took the
first end but Quinn fought back and 3 ends was needed to
separate the lads, George was triumphant winning the last
game 25- 23!

With 90% of the team making their debut in the Shires
League and the majority being U11 it was going to be an
interesting season. A tough draw saw us play against
Yorkshire1, Hertfordshire, Warwickshire 1 and 2,
Buckinghamshire and Cheshire.

The girls singles was played in one group of six, Sylvie was
the outright winner by winning all her games, the runner up
had to be decided on points as Katie, Lola and Mitilda were
tied on wins, Katie just edged it by 5 points and took second
place.

Yorkshire 1 was a tough away match and the experience
Yorkshire side came away 17-3 winners. Next up was an
even stronger Hertfordshire side who won 20-0 with some
close matches going to 3 ends but just losing. Undeterred we
next faced Warwickshire 1 and 2 in the same day at home.
Warwickshire 1 were too strong for us but we easily beat
Warwickshire 2 17-3 to secure the 1st win! This then spurred
the team on to fight hard and beat Cheshire 17-3 and finally
beat Buckinghamshire to finish a fantastic season with three
wins and three losses. This left us in 8th position out of 16
teams and gained us qualification to the shires Finals!

The boys doubles were played in a round robin with the just
four pairs all fighting it out. The number 1 seeds Quinn and
George won all three games to win outright with Adam and
Alex finishing runners up.

Well done to all the parents for support and patience on a
long day.
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There were only three pairs in the girls doubles, but all six
girls showed what a good level they are at, considering their
ages. Zara, aged 7 years, filled in for her injured sister Lexi
and enjoyed the day so much she also played in the mixed
event with Oli. The winners were Matilda and Sylvie, runners
up Katie and Lola.

This year was the first year that Mixed doubles had been
included, and what a lovely thing to watch, the girls really did
try to play mixed by covering the net and the boys in charge
of the rear court ! it was played as round robin so all pairs had
a chance to compete against each other which made it
interested to watch.
The winners were Quinn and Sylvie and the runners up
George and Katie.
It was a fabulous days badminton and wonderful to see our
young players in action.
A big well done to Sylvie who joined the triple Champion club !
For our first season as managers Chris and I have
throughly enjoyed managing such enthusiastic characters
and see them all develop. Many have improved their skills
and play whilst also making a great effort to overcome
emotional pressure, which as such young players is very
much appreciated. They are all so keen to achieve and
this has made us immensely proud all year. It culminated
with a great result in the Primary Midway medal, fantastic
6th position in the Shires League and many medals on the
national circuit. We had Quinn, George, Sylvie, Matilda,
Katie and Lola all represent Leicestershire at the U11
Nationals as well! What a fantastic team and year we
have had!
Massive thanks to the parents and PC coaches as well for
supporting such a young side.

Sylvie gets Triple Crown in
U12s Championships
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UNDER 13s MIDWAY
Two legs and a great opportunity to get many new players involved – fifteen
faces in total and for four of them, their first time in a county shirt.
The first leg finished strongly, with our more experienced team only being
beaten by a very good Yorkshire 1 team. The second leg featured a less
experienced squad and new players, who worked extremely well together
and were a credit to their county shirt. Their efforts and commitment to one
another was excellent and they played with real positivity and endeavour.
Many games were decided by narrow margins and a very closely fought
match vs Yorkshire finished 5-5, a points count back was needed,
unfortunately this was lost by a mere 4 points. This meant a creditable final
position of 3rdoverall for both events.
Those representing in the Midway included; Carly, Fallon, Sylvie,
Matilda, Lucy, Isla-May, Amy, William, Mitchell, Eddie, Archie, Jack,
Jack, and Gabrielle.

UNDER 14s SHIRES LEAGUES
This year has been a tough campaign for our Leicestershire team being
drawn in a strong pool, however the team consistently showed a great
attitude. We featured three new faces to Shires duty who gained an
excellent experience and thoroughly enjoyed their rookie season.
We got off to a great start convincingly winning against Yorkshire 2 and
Staffordshire. Next up was a long haul trip to Ipswich and where there were
some incredibly closely fought games. Fortunately the results came our
way and we left Ipswich, requiring only one win from the next three
matches to ensure a playoff position.
Next up was Norfolk but unfortunately ‘the Beast from the East’ forced the
rearrangement of this fixture and as well another which caused a very
congested month of matches in March. Taking the risk in the snow, six of
our players travelled to Yorkshire to face their first team, unfortunately
Yorkshire proved to be too strong and we went away with a loss. However
a big thank you to these players for travelling in such difficult conditions
(and of course to their parents!!)
In the penultimate group match, Warwickshire 2 proved far stronger than
anticipated and although there were some excellent displays of effort,
sportsmanship and teamwork, a couple of incredibly close games were
closed out in favour of the opponents, final result – draw.
Unfortunately the final Norfolk game couldn’t be rearranged but we were
given the win, finishing a very creditable 10th which meant a date with
Devon in the playoff, away! Travelling with only 6 players proved too much
of a task against a strong opposition and with that, the campaign over.
Again a big thank you to the commitment of the players and their parents
to travelling to these matches and showing dedication and commitment
throughout the season..
Those who represented U14 in the Shires this year are, Carly (5),
Hannah (3), Fallon (3), Evie (3), Sylvie (3), Matilda (2), Sansha (1),
Thomas (6), Leo (6), William (6), Mitchell (5) and Eddie (1)
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UNDER 13s
NATIONAL BRONZE MEDAL
FOR CARLY

UNDER 15s NORTH
MIDWAY TEAM
As the manager of the U15s team (the odd
age group year) we only compete in the North
Midway league, which is played over two
legs.
After the first leg we were standing in 3rd
place, going into the 2nd leg the team were
determined to improve on that position.
We travelled to Sheffield on Easter Sunday
keen and ready to compete, our first match
was against the league leaders Lancashire,
we gave it our best shot all our players played
to the top of their ability, but Lancashire had a
strong side and we lost 7-3 although we had
some very close games, two games going to
21-20, it was a great team effort. We then took
on Warkwickshire and it just wasn't our day,
we lost 6-4, again some very close games.
We then ended the day on a high note
by beating both Yorkshire 1 and 2 which is
always nice. Our final position was 3rd. It was
a fantastic effort from all the team made up of
Owen, Ayush, Lewis, Elliott, Tilly, Emma,
Hannah and Carly.

PLEASE CONTACT
CAROLE OR GREG

Thanks to Luke who helped on the day to
motivate the team and keep them amused
with his antics.
Amie Hoult
Under 15s Manager

If you would like to take any coaching
qualification, start up your own Junior
Club or be a badminton volunteer
Coaching opportunities for your
members

carolespencer5525@gmail.com
Phone 01530 811984
greghowes@btinternet.com
Phone 0116 2621476
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UNDER 16s REPORT
Going into this season the target for this team was
always to qualify for the finals. With many of last
year title winning U14s squad stepping up a year
and looking to continue the success.

emergency text to Carly and we had a very able
replacement. I take great pride in saying
everybody played well and we rolled Notts over
20-0!!!

Our first match of the season was against local
rivals Derbyshire, with no Sophie and only half a
Grace this could easily have turned into a tricky
tie. However no such problems as we displayed
all the concentration and intensity need to
comfortably win 16-4. This very much set the
tone, the next match was against Yorkshire 2
which was won 20-0.

Our last 2 matches of the regular season were
against Warwickshire 1 & 2. With Warwickshire 1
arguably the strongest team in the country this
was always going to be an uphill battle, and
despite some well fought games we came out
losing 15-5, our first defeat of the season. A quick
reaction was needed by the players to recover
and put an impressive performance in against
Warwickshire 2, a big win would guarantee a
playoff spot. That is exactly what we did winning
18-2, giving us an impressive 5th place finish.

After this was a somewhat strange tie against
Lincolnshire, they were a player short, somehow
Danny ended up playing 2nd ladies singles for
Lincolnshire, however he was quickly dispatched
by Sophie losing in 2 ends. We won this match
18-2.
Up next was our second local rivalry of the
season, Nottinghamshire. With Sophie staying
away at a Gold tournament, all the best laid plans
were ruined by Jess making into the finals of the
same tournament, however after a quick

Our league finish gave us a home playoff against
Norfolk. Norfolk having travelled to Leicester for a
9am start, were promptly dismissed by a very
professional performance and a 20-0 win.
With Shires Finals and the York Team
Tournament to play, this season has all the
potential to become another success.
Chris Hall, Manager

2017/18 LEICESTERSHIRE LEAGUE RESULTS
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PETER BRIGGS
Peter started his badminton career in Leicestershire, and was soon recognised as a young man with some talent .
After his success playing though the junior ranks and many hours of training on the courts, competing in
tournaments and juggling a university degree his dream was recognised, he is now a profession player ranked
36 in the world for men's doubles. He travels the world with his regular partner Tom Wolfenden competing against
the best players in the world. The season has been a busy one, starting in September by winning the English
Nationals Championships in Wycombe, competing in the European Championships, the Thomas Cup in China,
The Yonex All England, German Open, Swiss open and European Team tournament in Russia. The cream on
the cake was in July 2017 when the guys got their glory and won the Canadian Open.

MASTERS
If you are turning of age! 40 years plus
and would like more information on the
Leicestershire Masters Team

LEICESTERSHIRE OPEN
Babington Academy

please contact Carol Harding

Saturday 23rd
& Sunday 24th June

carolharding99@hotmail.co.uk

(re-arranged due to snow)
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UNDER 16s CHAMPIONS RESULTS
BOYS SINGLES
WINNER: LUKE
RUNNER UP: TOM
GIRLS SINGLES
WINNER: JESS
RUNNER UP: TAMSIN
BOYS DOUBLES
WINNERS: LUKE AND ROWAN
RUNNERS UP: OWEN AND LOUIE
GIRLS DOUBLES
WINNERS: JESS AND TAMSIN
RUNNERS UP: SOPHIE AND CARLY
MIXED DOUBLES:
WINNERS: GRACE AND LUKE
RUNNERS UP: TOM AND TAMSIN

TRIPLE WINNER FOR THE
2ND YEAR RUNNING
Luke Hoult, U14 last year, U16 this year.
WHERE ARE THE YEARS GOING ?????
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THE 2017/18 UNDER 16s GIRLS DOUBLES
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
A successful season for Sophie (Leicestershire) and partner
Megan from Notts. The girls have worked hard to build a
good doubles partnership which showed by them winning
three silver medals and two bronzes in Badminton England
U15s Gold tournaments this season. As they headed off to
Redbridge to the U16s Nationals they were looking forward
to going one better than silver after loosing in three finals.
They won their group stage comfortably, the quarter final
was a different affair, it was a much tougher match, but the
girls were playing well winning the first game then just
clinched it in the 2nd, 22-20. A nights rest then onto the semi
finals on the Sunday, the girls knew this match would be hard
as their opponents were the number 2 seeds, after a exciting
match which lasted 45 minutes they came through winning
21-19 in the 3rd end. Onto the final the girls had a very
nervous start, which saw them lose the first end 21-6, after
such a low scoring game starting the 2nd end their moral was
low, but then suddenly they came alive and were determined
to do better, surprising their opponents as they took the next
two games just managing to win 22-19 in the 3rd. The
2017/18 National Girls Doubles title was theirs, what an end
to the season.
Big thanks to Chris Hall (Leicestershire) and Notts coach
Pete Mills for their coaching on the day.
Ian Watson

A National Medal for Luke

Luke had a great end to the tournament season by
coming away from the U15s nationals with a bronze
medal in the doubles event.
He started the day with the mixed partnering Grace
Sherwin also Leicestershire. The mixed is always a
tough event as it's a knock out so not much room for
error. They won their first game in 2 ends, they knew the
next game would be more difficult and they were right,
they lost in 2 ends to a good pair. Next up was the
singles event. Luke had two good wins in his singles

game which got him out of his box for the first time this
season, he then went onto to win the next game, but
then an experienced singles player Oli Buckler stood in
his way of progressing any further. At their last meeting
Luke lost quite badly, but this time Luke was determined
to give him a good game, he achieved this but
unfortunately lost the game. Doubles were next with his
partner from Dorset, Jake Prentice, they won their 2
group games which took them into the knockout stages.
They won the next game, now onto the the quarter
finals, this was a very nail biting match which they just
won 21-23 in the 3rd end.
A good nights sleep then onto the next day the semi, at
this stage in the competition you really have to be on top
form, they worked hard and tried their best but the rival
pair, Dan and Joe, were just too strong on the day and
the tournament was over for Luke and Jake.
Naturally Luke was disappointed but was pleased with
a national bronze medal in a strong field of players.
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UNDER 17s REPORT
Sunday 3rd December saw the U17s travel to
the Concord Leisure Centre in Sheffield to
tackle the first leg of the annual North Midway
League – one of the players’ favourite
fixtures of the season!
With
several
counties
unfortunately
missing due to Shires League clashes, the
day was not as keenly contested as usual but
hopes were high that Team Leicestershire
could make a strong start to their campaign to
win the League for the second consecutive
year.

REGIONAL COLLEGE
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Leicestershire players Tom and Eve came a
very respectable 3rd place representing the
East Midlands College Badminton team in
the regional championships.

The Team:
Sameer, Harry, Rowan, Joe, Tom,
Tamsin, Tilly, Izzy, Jess & Grace
With easy wins in every rubber, the team are
in an excellent position to repeat this feat,
finishing in first overall position having lost
only five games all day and posting a total of
1026 points, well ahead of second place
Yorkshire 1 with 928:
Leicestershire 10 – 0
Leicestershire 8 – 2
Leicestershire 10 – 0
Leicestershire 8 – 2
Leicestershire 9 – 1

Lancashire
Yorkshire 1
Cheshire
Staffordshire
Yorkshire 2

Unfortunately due to the snowy weather this year
the second leg was cancelled.

LSBA

JUNIOR COUNTY TRIALS
Babington Academy
Sunday 17th May
9-30am - 12-30pm
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LEICESTERSHIRE SCHOOLS' BADMINTON LEAGUES WINNERS
The Leicestershire Schools Badminton Leagues winners 2017/18 were:
KS3 - Girls - Iveshead
KS3 - Boys - Newbridge

KS4 - Boys - Ashby
KS4 Girls - Humphrey Perkins

The winning schools from the County finals went through to
compete in the East Midland Regional round of Badminton England
National Schools Championships at Nottingham University on
March 19th.
There were some hard fought games against teams from
Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and Northamptonshire.
Humphrey Perkins KS4 girls fought hard against some good
opponents but unfortunately lost all their matches, Ashby KS4 boys
just missed out this year on progressing into the National round by
losing 3-2 against William Farr, giving the Ashby lads second place.
Good news for the two remaining Leicestershire schools, as
Newbridge KS3 boys and Iveshead KS3 girls won all their matches
and went through to the National finals to represent the East
Midlands.

KS3 Boys - Newbridge

KS4 Girls - Humphrey Perkins

KS3 Girls - Iveshead

KS4 Boys - Ashby

LSBA UNDER 18s SCHOOLS LEAGUES
Girls Winners
De Lisle College

Boys Winners
Wyggeston & Queen Elizabeth I College
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UNDER 18s REPORT
The U18 squad have had a successful season, coming 9th in the Shires League, only losing one match to Yorkshire's first
team. They then travelled down to Bristol to play Avon for a place in the Shires League finals. The team won 15-5 so will be
playing for a final position between 1-8 on Sunday 27th May!! Great finish, particularly for the five older players in the squad,
to end their junior careers and the 2017-18 season on a high!
The squad also journeyed up to York one weekend in January to take part in the York RIO (Railway Institute Open)
tournament. This is an invitational tournament competed by eight counties and a weekend enjoyed by all ... players, managers
and parents! The team had some hard fought close matches, great preparation for ICT, and came 7th overall.

TEAM PLAYERS
FOR THE
2017/18 SHIRES LEAGUES
& 2018 RIO

Martin, Tom, Eve, Ella, Hritika,
Sameer, Harry, Izzy, Jess R,
Jess A, Rowan, Luke,
Tamsin and Joe
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U18s COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS
This

year's

U18

County

Championships had, what must be, a
record number of entries for this age
group compared to previous years!
There were 24 entrants, 18 of those
competed in all three events ... it was
a long day with many hard fought
close matches and fantastic displays
of courage and determination!
Special congratulations to Martin,
triple

county

champion

in

boys

singles, level doubles with Tom and
mixed with Eve. Eve also won the girls
singles giving her the double this year.
Well done to both!

FULL RESULTS
Singles winners
Martin Beynon and Eve Dale
Runners up
Sameer Chenia and Hritika Modi
Boys doubles winners
Martin Beynon and Tom
Cowperthwaite
Runners up
Sameer Chenia and Harry Clare
Girls doubles winners
Jess Allen and Tamsin Betts
Runners up
Izzy Pike and Jess Rodgers
Mixed doubles winners
Martin Beynon and Eve Dale
Runners up
Harry Clare and Izzy Pike
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PERFORMANCE CENTRE REPORT
In a season that has seen Leicestershire achieve
incredible results across the board, the PC can
certainly be proud to be associated with so many
talented and hardworking individuals who
continue to push Leicestershire forward.
Leicestershire 1st team, who achieved it’s highest
finishing position in memory, has five players who
have trained with us in the past few years. We
have an U17 European Champion, U19 & U15
National Champions, U19, U15 & U13 National
Bronze Medallists and countless other medals
and achievements from around the country in
every discipline. Achievements that we are
massively proud to have played even the smallest
part in.
During the year, and certainly since Christmas
time, we must highlight just how good the
application to the training has been. Not only in
the effort level but also the commitment and
willingness to buy into routines has been a huge
improvement. This is a great start, but as always,
we can still get better!
I recently went down to watch the U11 Nationals,
I came away with one word that highlighted the
difference between the very top players and the
good players, FOCUS! This is a lesson that we
can all learn, every time we train we are there to
improve as both badminton players and athletes.
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Players must ask themselves, how good do I want
to be? What am I willing to do? These aren’t
questions that we can merely tell players the
answers to, but that the players must answer
through actions.
As a PC we must challenge our players to
constantly become braver and to accept that
development is a process. Be brave enough to
accept that result aren’t always the most
important things.
We have had the current PC Structure in place for
a few years now and believe, whilst there is still
room for improvement, we have a very good
system that can successfully develop players to
be able to compete at a very high level. We are
always looking to improve the system and
develop as a PC and give our players the best
chances of achieving their ambitions in the game
we all love.
As ever the PC is thankful to all the supportive
parents and hardworking committed players. We
must also thank our incredible committee and
coaches for the time and effort that they put into
our system.
Here’s to another successful
Leicestershire Badminton.

year

for

LEICESTERSHIRE SCHOOLS BADMINTON ASSOCIATION
Chairman’s Report for the - 2017/2018 season

I once again take great pleasure in providing
this end of season report.
This Association work with Schools, Clubs
and Local Sports Associations throughout the
County to provide Competitive play for
children from the ages of 8 to 17 years.
Many thanks to all of our Team Managers and
Coaches for the management and team
selection during our competitive campaign
this season.
Also thanks to all parents and volunteers – we
could not function without your tireless
support.
I would like to single out our Junior County
Captain – Chris Hall, a position he has held for
four years. Chris provides a valuable
connection
between
the
players,
performance centre and parents.
This is our 5th year of the formal Team
Leicestershire/Performance Centre set up.
Well done to Chris, Mark, Anthony and all
coaches involved.
Leicestershire Senior County 1st team
achieved a top three finish in the County
Premiership league recently. This is the first
time this has been achieved by any
Leicestershire team!
Out of the 12 players competing in the above
team - six have come through the
Leicestershire Junior to Senior system!!
Quite an achievement – and a testimony to
our long term ‘Team Leicestershire' legacy!
We continue to be supported by Greg Howes
- Leicestershire’s Badminton Development

Officer – ‘Mr Badminton Man' efforts and
involvement is not only Junior but all aspects
of Leicestershire Badminton.
Congratulations all of our success in
competitive play both individually and at team
level. Details of which can be found on the
LSBA website and in this Newsletter.
To date so far our very young team of U12s
reached the Shire Leagues Finals finishing 6th
in the country, the U18 Shires Teams are
through to the finals, and the U14 & U16
reached the Play offs.
The U18 ICT Team had a fantastic
tournament this year finishing 12th of 32
teams!
Without players there would be no LSBA. We
have a dedicated network of coaches and
officials that take every opportunity to ‘talent
spot’ for young new players. This is done at
area coaching sessions, schools leagues,
trials and club coaches introducing their
players. A special mention to Carole Spencer,
Greg Howes, Terry Talbot, Graham Forryan
and Ajay Pitrola for their efforts.
A final mention, not only those mentioned
earlier, but to all members of the LSBA
Committee who work behind the scenes.
A special mention to Cathy Buckler who will
be retiring from the position of Secretary at the
end of this season. The five years Cathy has
been in the position has been one of total
dedication! Her attention to detail and the
many hours of committee tasks have been
much to be admired. Cathy enjoy your
retirement!
Dave Armstrong, Chairman
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TOURNAMENT PLAYERS 2017/18 SEASON
More and more Leicestershire players are entering
Badminton England National tournaments, some as
young as eight years old. The experience of playing in
competition is so important if our players are to
progress to a good standard, it's not just about winning
medals at this age, although its a very nice feeling
when you do! It's about learning from your experiences
as a tournament player, working hard in training to
achieve the best you can be.
The Leicestershire Performance Centre offers the
players the opportunity to train 2.5 hrs twice a week on
Tuesday and Thursday under the experienced hands
of Anthony Clark (Performance Director), Mark King
(Senior County Captain) and Chris Hall (LSBA County
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Captain). The training doesn't end there as quite a lot
of the players also have one-to-one coaching. These
youngsters are very dedicated to badminton as are
their parents who put a lot of money and time into their
children to enhance their progression in this sport,
tournament fees, hotel costs and travel costs are not
cheap.
"Badminton parents" do spend a lot of time with their
children seeing them grow and progress in a sport that
they enjoy, which I think is great, they grow up so
quickly then they fly the nest and it all goes quiet!!! and
you can have your weekends back.
Carole

TOURNAMENT PLAYERS 2017/18 SEASON
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TOURNAMENT PLAYERS 2017/18 SEASON
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HOPE WARNER
Leicestershire's Hope Warner's badminton
career is going from strength to strength she
has come a long way since starting her
badminton career at Babington.
It's pleasing to see such a lovely young lady
doing well in a sport that she loves. Hope is
ranked at number 1 in her age group at both
girls doubles and mixed doubles, she has had
a very busy and exciting season some of her
results consist of winner of the Derby-Notts
gold mixed event, Northumberland mixed
and doubles winners, U19s Nationals women
doubles champions and runner up in the
mixed, she reached the quarter finals of the
Bulgarian senior open, and was selected to
represent England at the U19 world team
championships, and the U17s six nationals
tournament in Denmark.
Her main
acheivment in November was travelling to
Prague and becoming U17 European mixed

doubles champion. What a season, and still
only 17 years old.
Hope trains at Loughbouough University and
is a Leicestershire and Rutland "GO GOLD
ambassador" for badminton, which helps to
fund her to reach her full potential.
Congratulations to Hope who was also
named this years Leicester Mercury young
sportswomen of the year.
The end of the tournament season does not
mean that its time to rest, she will be putting
many hours in at the gym getting ready for
another busy 2018/19 season.
Hope is a very talented young lady who is very
dedicated to her sport, I am sure we will be
reporting on Hope's badminton career for
many years to come, we wish her every
success in the future.
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LBCA CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
It is my pleasure as Chairman to report on another successful year
for Leicestershire Badminton.
We as an association continue to push towards the targets and
vision of the newly revised development plan which provides a
strong road map for our future. I am delighted to report thriving
progress towards this plan. My thanks also goes to my fellow
management committee. The committee has worked well during
the year. I really appreciate the energy and commitment each
individual of the committee brings to the association.

NO STRINGS BADMINTON
The beauty of No Strings Badminton is its simplicity. There are no
membership fees, no contracts or hidden clauses to tie you down.
This is why the current session at Babington Academy is still
running with record numbers, topping at 43 people turning up one
night!! There is a good mix of ability and genders and everyone
thoroughly enjoys the fun, friendly atmosphere.

CENTRAL LEICESTER BADMINTON CLUB
Having a thriving club membership and junior membership, Central
Leicester Badminton Club made a milestone decision before the
2017/2018 season. Several adult club members got together to
loan the club funds totally more than £1500 which was match
funded by Gartree School to refurbish the existing hall. Repainting
the walls green meant that the standard of badminton played
improved greatly as most players were now able to see the
shuttlecock!
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SUMMER DOUBLES TOURNAMENT JULY 2017
Another great tournament with some very close matches. The
standard is improving each year.
Mens Doubles Winners:
Rahul Navichandra and Kiran Dharmendra
Ladies Doubles Winners: Hamsi Ganesh, Shruti Shinde
Mixed Doubles Winners: Karli Leung, Leo

ADULT BADMINTON COACHING
Ongoing sessions held at Babington Academy on Saturday
evenings. If you are beginner/improver and want to improve your
game and learn the skills and techniques, this is the course for you.
It will be on a first come first serve basis and places are limited.
To get more information please contact Ajay on:
ajay.pitrola@outlook.com

NEW SATURDAY JUNIOR BADMINTON SESSION
I have started a new session at Babington Academy that runs each
Saturday between 12-2pm. This session is to support the junior
coaching undertaken in schools by Greg Howes and provides a
pathway in the Team Leicestershire setup. The sessions have
grown in popularity since they started in November 2017. The aim
is to encourage more grassroots players into the sport.
Ajay

LEICESTERSHIRE SENIOR COUNTY 2017-18
Well done to everyone involved with the senior
county teams, here are the links to how the
three teams have done this year:

for: Wembley Prince 2 team player of the year
goes to Simon White.
nd

The 3 team led by Louise Lester have had a
very tough year in division 3 after being
promoted last season. Aided by some great
contributions from our junior players the team
held their nerve to stay in division 3 by 2 points!
And then came 4 overall. 3 team county
colours: Kyle Cherry, Issy Pike and Jess Allen.
3 team player of the years goes to
Mark Jeffreys with an 80% success ratio.
rd

The county 1 team led by Tom Armstrong has
had an excellent year in the premier division
with a best ever finish of 3 above some very
strong counties such as Yorkshire and Bucks.
1 Team colours for Hope Warner, Grace Taylor
and Sahil Sipani. 1 team player of the year
goes to Sarita Patel with an impressive success
ratio of 69%, with Tom Armstrong and Zoe King
close behind both with success ratios over
60%.
st

rd

st

st

The county 2 team led by Toby Moon has in the
end had a disappointing year and although
everyone gave there all it wasn’t meant to be,
and sadly the team has been relegated to
division 3 to play alongside our 3 team. Next
season I’m sure they will all be super motivated
to get back to division 2. 2 team county colours
nd

rd

nd

th

rd

rd

I also have some sad news to report; Louise
Lester after many years of playing and
captaining Leicestershire county teams has
decided to step down. Lou has been a
wonderful and incredibly organised captain
giving her all. On behalf of everyone in the
county, thank you Lou.
Mark King
Leicestershire Badminton County Captain

Over 65 Masters Team
The Over 65 masters team won all their league matches this season, won a play off match which took them through to the
National finals in Hatfield.
Once again the draw was against them as their first match was against Lancashire the current title holders. Lancashire are
a very experienced team who have players that have represented England. The Leics team were determined to give
everything they had, and they did, the whole
team played to the best of their ability,
unfortunately the final score was a 9-0 loss,
but many games were close and it was
deemed a great match.
Day 2 Leicestershire had to play Wiltshire,
playing off for 3/4th position, some very tired
legs but just enough left in the tank to get a 8-1
win, this gave the team 3rd position in the
country, which is a great result.
Big thanks to Captain Edward Hayes who
does a great job of organising the team.
The team:
Carole Spencer, Jan Thompson,
Cathy Buckler, Dave Watts,
Edward Hayes & Richard Dayman
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MASTERS REPORT 2017 - 18
This year Leicestershire entered an O45, O50, O55 AND
O65 team in the Inter County Masters County
Championships.

They then went on to beat Cheshire 7-2 in the playoff
East Mids v West Mids, so are heading for the finals to be held
in Hatfield on the 28/29th April.

Shortage of known keen players, especially women, in the
O40 and 060 age group meant we were unable to enter
teams.

As mentioned earlier we need a larger pool of players to enter
more teams, and keep the ones above running.

The O45 team beat Shropshire twice 8-4, 7-5, drew against
Derbyshire 6-6, and lost to Nottinghamshire twice 3-9.
The O50 team beat Norfolk 7-5, Lincolnshire 9-3, 6-6, losing
to Nottinghamshire twice.
The O50 team beat Norfolk 7-5, Lincolnshire 9-3, 6-6, losing
to Nottinghamshire twice.
The O55 team beat Northamptonshire twice, 8-4, 6-3, and
lost to Shropshire and Nottinghamshire.
The O65 team, again, had a very successful season, winning
Northamptonshire twice, 6-3 and 7-2, Buckinghamshire 2nd
twice, 9-0, 9-0, and Hertfordshire once 6-3, losing away 4-5.

Trials are held in September, at the LBA Hall, for any players
interested in joining the squads.
Badminton England would like all Counties to appoint a
Development Officer to promote Masters Badminton, if
anyone is interested please phone me to get more
information.
I would also like someone to take over my job as Masters coordinator and Match Secretary. Having done it for twenty
years, the time has come to pass the job on to a younger
player.
Carol Harding
01509 550207

NATIONAL TITLE FOR MARK & CARL
Mark King and Carl Jennings as number 2
seeds stormed to victory in the masters
English Nationals men's doubles over 40s
event.
In the final they beat the number 1 seeds in
two sets 21-17, 21-19, to finally beat the
champions of the previous two years.
Carl also won the All England Seniors O40’s
mixed with Rebecca Pantaney to complete
the collection of at O40’s winning singles,
doubles and mixed at both Nationals and All
England – a brilliant achievement.
Mark and Carl both represented England this
season in the 2018 McCoig Trophy against
Scotland in Glasgow (winning their games)
They and are off to Represent Team England
in the 2018 Nations Cup in June.
Hope it goes well Guys !!!
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MASTERS BADMINTON
Every season Leicestershire enter Masters teams
into the national leagues as we will be doing again
in 2018/19 season.
If you play in the leagues you are eligible to
represent the county.
Every year Carol Harding organisers sessions
inviting players to come along to the masters
trials, it's usually at the start of September at
Babington.
For us to continue to select teams we need to
know what players are out there that might be
interested in playing, so please let Carol know
now and she will send you the dates of the trials.
Please don't think that you are not good enough!!
Come along and give it a try.
Please help us to continue to fly the flag
for "Leicestershire MASTERS".

MASTERS CO-ORDINATOR
NEEDED
For Leicestershire to continue to enter teams in the National
Masters Leagues we need a willing volunteer to be the
coordinator.
Carol Harding has done a wonderful job over the last 20 years
allowing a lot of players to represent their county. I know Carol has
wanted to retire from this position for a couple of years, BUT no one
has offered their services to take over, she has requested once
again in this years report that she wants this season to be the last.
Please consider helping your county to be represented in the
leagues and offer your help.
I am sure Carol will be more than happy to explain in detail what
is required to do this job.
Please call her on 01509 550207 or drop her an email:
carolharding99@hotmail.co.uk
Carole

LBA CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
The LBA committee meet on a
regular basis and usually has at
least 10 members at each
meeting. We discuss a range of
issues from improvements to the
LBA Hall to ways we can
encourage
grass
roots
Badminton.

league to run alongside the existing league but
reducing the team to 4 Ladies.
I would ask all clubs to consider this proposal carefully
prior to the AGM.
I would like to offer my congratulations to the senior first
team who have achieved a third place in the County
Premiership league for the first time in our history.

We are aware of issues affecting
a number of clubs when it comes to attracting new
members and in particular lady players. We welcome
any ideas members may have to assist or remedy this
problem.

Finally I would like to thank all the committee members
for their dedication throughout the year and to all the
club committee members who do an equally fantastic
job keeping the league running so smoothly.

This years AGM will have a proposal for a change to the
existing Ladies league or the introduction of a new

Ian Bosworth
LBA Chairman

Leicestershire Restricted Championships 2017/18 Season
RESULTS
Men's singles: Samuel Ricketts beat Shane Wilson in 3 ends.
Ladies singles: Grace Taylor beat Hritika Modi 21-11, 21-9
Mixed: Zoe King & Tom Armstrong beat Laura Mercer & Anthony Clark 21-16, 21-11
Ladies doubles: Sarita Patel & Laura Mercer beat Zoe King & Grace Taylor 21-14, 16-21, 21-16
Mens doubles: Tom Armstrong & Carl Jennings beat Sam Ricketts & Shane Wilson 21-18, 19-21, 21-18
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FUNDING FOR DEVELOPING CLUBSS
Badminton England have funds available for
clubs to bid for to use to develop their club.
This is a great opportunity to assess funds to help
with anything to do with club development and
encouraging membership.
WHAT NEXT? Think of a way that could help your
club develop and increase membership.
(It doesn't have to be a massive project). For
example, it could be running a summer club
encouraging new members and offering
coaching.
All clubs seem to be short of ladies, why not do
something about it and organise Ladies Only
coaching sessions.

Maybe set up a junior club to work along side the
senior club.
The funding can not be used for existing activities
or existing members subscriptions.
When you have completed your plan send it to the
LBA committee who will take a look and see if it fits
the criteria of "club development". It can then be
submitted to Badminton England.
Greg and I feel that £500 max per club would be
a reasonable amount to start a project, but
ultimately it's Badminton England who allocate
the funds.
Don't miss this opportunity to develop your club.
Carole and Greg

LBA Match Secretary Report 2017/18 Season
Loughborough Students Record Haul
In my forty odd years of playing league badminton, ten of those as League Secretary, I do
not recall any club winning eight divisions in one season. That honour this year fell to the
Loughborough Students, winning all four of their mens divisions, both mixed divisions, their
second ladies division and a Hall division. Well done guys. It’s amazing how you don’t seem
to get any older!
Also having a successful season were Trinity badminton club from Hinckley securing two
titles and South Leicestershire and Loughborough Town with a similar return.
Last year I reported that Central Leicester had set a league record for the highest points total
for a losing team. This year they broke that record and were jointly involved in breaking
another record. At the end of their mixed division 3A match against Meltonshire seconds,
Central had won a record 11 games and 476 points, yet finished on the losing side. Together
with Meltonshire’s 503 points the tie produced the league’s highest total combined points
haul of 983. Come on Central let’s have a winning record next time!
Greg Howes
LBA Match Secretary
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CONGRATULATIONS!
6 Medals in the Commonwealth Games
What an achievement, thanks to the whole team for giving us
a wonderful tool, "MEDALS" to promote badminton

Maybe one day we will see some faces from Leicestershire on the podium...

CHRIS & GABBY ADCOCK
MIXED DOUBLES EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS
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and finally ...
them already. There are many other good
juniors that are not playing for the county
or training with the PC. These players are
shaping up to be good club players for the
future and we need to get them into the
clubs. So if you are interested in working
with Greg and I to help this happen please
get in touch. Happy to advise.

And another season comes to a close, how
time fly's. I hope you have had an enjoyable
and
successful
season,
a
big
congratulations to all the League winners.
I know a few clubs have been experiencing
a lack of lady members and some are
finding it difficult to field full teams.
Because of this there is a proposal that the
ladies teams consist of four players and not
six, in my opinion this is a downward move.
We should be trying our hardest to
encourage more ladies into the game,
reducing the numbers in the team seems to
be defeating the object. We cannot expect
ladies of a good level to just appear, we all
need to encourage ladies and men of a
slightly lower standard to be a part of our
clubs, if we encourage this, they will
develop, we cannot have a quick fix! Sorry
I will get off my soap box now.
As you will see in this newsletter our
Leicestershire
junior
players
are
progressing nicely and are filtering
through into the senior clubs. I guess some
of you have experienced playing against

What a fantastic end to the season for our
England players bringing back six medals
from the Commonwealth Games and the
resent success in Spain in the Europeans.
Gabby and Chris retaining their crown in
the mixed doubles, a bronze for Marcus
and Lauran and a silver medal for Rajiv in
the singles, congratulations to all the
players.
This type of success can only help the sport
we all love, inspiring all the young players to
work hard and excel in the sport, then the
dreams of many players of standing on that
rostrum could be realised.
I will end with thanking everyone who sent
in the articles, it always seems a shame
that no league clubs contribute, but they
are always asked.
I apologise in advance if I have missed
anything that you feel should have been
added.
And finally a big thanks again to
Angie Connors for helping me to put this
together.
Have a good summer.
courts !!!

See you on the
Carole

